376.   MESSAGE
[About June 30, 191ff\*
As my arrest may come upon me unawares, I wish to leave the
following as my message:
I appeal to all my countrymen and countrywomen through-
out India to observe absolute calmness and to refrain from violence
to person and property in any shape or form.   The greatest injury
that can be done to me is deeds of violence after my arrest and for
my sake. Those who love me will show their true affection only by
becoming satyagrahis, i.e., believers in Truth and ahimsa (non-
violence) and self-suffering as the only means for securing redress
of grievances. To the Government of India, I respectfully wish to
submit that they will never establish peace in India by ignoring
the causes of the present discontent, Satyagraha has not bred law-
lessness and violence. It is a vital force and it has certainly hastened
the crisis that was inevitable. But it has also acted as a restrain-
ing force of the first magnitude. Government as well as the people
should recognize this fact and feel thankful for it. Without the puri-
fying and soothing effect of satyagraha, violence would have been
infinitely greater, for mutual retaliation would have produced no-
thing but chaos,   Mahomedans are deeply resentful of what they
believe to be England's attitude towards the question of Turkey^
Palestine and Mecca Sharif, The people are deeply distrustful of
England's attitude towards the forthcoming Reforms and they want
repeal of the Rowlatt legislation. No repression can possibly avail
to secure even a shadow of peace in the land.  Substantial peace
can only be had by conciliating Mahomedan religious sentiments
by granting reforms in a liberal and trusting spirit, even as was done
by the late Sir Henry Gampbeil-Bannerman in the case of South
Africa and by recognizing the sacredness of public opinion by im-
mediate repeal of the Rowlatt legislation.   But the British Govern-
ment ail the world over have demanded proof of a people's earnest-*
ness. The chosen European method of expressing earnestness is to
create  disorder by violence.   The Government have given a
crushing reply to this method*  It may prosper in Europe, but not
in India. To satyagraha, there can be no reply but that of ac*
1 The date of thin item appear* to be the same as that of the prcced*
ing item,
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